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Cathy Fink: Five String Banjo, Gourd Banjo, Guitar, Vocals
Marcy Marxer: Cello Banjo, Mandolin, Ukulele, Dumbek, Percussion,Vocals
Chao Tian: Yangqin (Chinese Hammered Dulcimer), Ban, Vocals

“What do Chinese and Appalachian music have in common?” is not really the central question in
the minds of Cathy Fink, Marcy Marxer, and Chao Tian, whose From China to

Appalachia concerts may first appear wildly random in their combination of instruments and
styles. To these expert folk musicians, the real question is, “What don’t Chinese and Appalachian
music have in common?” The latter would have a much shorter answer.

There’s a sense of belonging, of homeyness, of ease to this musical collaboration. With their
primary configuration including Chinese hammered dulcimer played by Tian, clawhammer five-
string banjo played by Fink, and cello banjo played by Marxer, those overarching moods could
feel surprising, but for this trio there is really no such thing as not belonging. Fink and Marxer
have constructed every facet of their lifelong careers with community building centered — that’s
how they connected with Tian, after all, when she participated in an artist in residence program at
Strathmore Arts Center nearby their home in Maryland. Fink & Marxer host their hugely popular
UkeFest at Strathmore, and Fink is often a mentor of fellowship artists such as Tian. When the
three began making music together, they realized the seamlessness of their musical and cultural
vocabularies almost immediately.
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