From the Artists and Instigators of
ZOOM A LITTLE ZOOM - A Ride Through Science

Hy Zaret and Lou Singer were ahead of their time in 1961 when

they created “Ballads for the Age of Science”, six long-playing records of
songs that made science fun and easy to understand for young children.
Lou’s music and Hy’s clever lyrics about space, energy and motion, experiments,
weather, and nature are still remembered by many a baby boomer. As songwriters, we
are honored to have been entrusted with introducing these gems to a new audience.
We have two folks to thank for that. Jim Steinblatt, formerly of ASCAP, thought
we were up to the task and recommended us to Zaret’s son Robert. Robert Zaret, as
the curator of his father’s amazing catalogue (“Unchained Melody”, “One Meatball”,
“Dedicated To You”, etc.), invited us to explore his father’s genius, and gave us the
freedom to have as much fun as we possibly could .
As schools have adapted STEM (science, technology, engineering, mathematics), we
know that these songs will make their way into classrooms again. Lynn Baum and her
associates at Turtle Peak Consulting have created the most complete, amazing and fun
activity guides for classrooms, homes, camps and countless other groups to help make
each song a multi-dimensional experience. The CD comes with a downloadable PDF
full of fun facts and experiments. We baby boomers all played with our science kits, but
you’ll find everything you need for science fun right in your own home or classroom.
We hope you will be inspired to check out the original recordings of “Ballads for the Age
of Science”, now available as a six-CD box set, or fully downloadable on iTunes and
Amazon. You can read more about the recordings here: http://www.argosymusiccorp.
com/Science/Science.html
Meantime, sing along, dance along, try an experiment, and as we did making
this, have as much fun as you possibly can!
– Cathy & Marcy –

From Robert Zaret:

In 1947, WNEW commissioned Hy Zaret and Lou Singer to write
a set of one-minute radio jingles on civil rights. These songs aired
over 500,000 times on hundreds of radio stations across the country.

In 1961, the same team created "Ballads for the Age of Science". Years later, the
band "They Might Be Giants" made a hit recording of "Why Does the Sun Shine?",
and devoted fans of the songs created web and Facebook pages for the set. In 2012,
Spunky Monkey reissued the songs digitally, and in 2013, Harbinger Records
reissued the set as CDs. In 2017, Sundazed Music and Modern Harmonic reissued
"Space Songs", one of the original LPs.
The songs are earworms that infect listeners with scientific literacy. A sticker on
the 2017 “Space Songs” CD says "made for children; coveted by adults." And now
Cathy Fink & Marcy Marxer’s joyful updates of ten of these songs make them
more infectious than ever.
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Insert this CD into a computer to view 10 Awesome PDF activity guides.
Also available at www.cathymarcy.com/zoom

SONGS BY HY ZARET & LOU SINGER
With Special Guests:

RIDERS IN THE SKY • Why Does The Sun Shine?
JUSTIN ROBERTS • Snowflake, Snowflake
ANDY OFFUTT IRWIN • What Is An Insect?

01 Zoom A Little Zoom (Rocket Ship)
Lyrics by Hy Zaret / Music by Lou Singer
Spoken text by Hy Zaret, Cathy Fink, Marcy Marxer
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Spoken:
We’ve landed. I don’t see any man in the Moon or green cheese, but look at those high mountains
and wide craters and jagged peaks. And look at THAT great big moon up there.

Zoom a little zoom in a rocket ship.
Off we go, on a trip.
Headin’ for the Moon at a rocket clip.
We’re gonna zoom-zoom…rocket!

That isn’t the Moon, that’s our Earth.

Zoom a little zoom,
Now we’re almost free
From the Earth’s gravity.
Zoomin’ to the Moon at terrific speed
Because there is no friction.

I feel so light, watch me jump! Whooooo!

Bridge:
Soon, we’ll see if the Moon is
Made out of green cheese, ha, ha, ha, ha!
Zoom, we’re here at the Moon, let’s
See what the Moon is like.

Speaking of Earth, I miss everyone, let’s go home.

Zoom a little zoom in a rocket ship.
Off we go, on a trip.
Headin’ for the Moon at a rocket clip.
We’re gonna zoom-zoom…rocket!
Bridge

Let’s explore.
Well, keep your suit on, there’s no air around here

Thirty feet! That’s a world’s record!
Oh that’s easy on the Moon, There’s so little gravity here that someone who weighs
100 pounds on Earth only weighs 17 pounds on the Moon.

TAKING OFF FOR EARTH
Zoom a little zoom in a rocket ship.
Home we go, on a trip!
Comin’ back to Earth at a rocket clip.
We’re gonna zoom-zoom… rocket!
We’re gonna zoom-zoom… rocket!
Cathy-vocal / Marcy-vocal, electric guitar, Jazzbo electric mandolin
Chris Watling-horns / Mark Schatz-upright bass
Wes Crawford-drums

02 Constellation Jig

03 What Makes The Lightning?
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Lyrics and text by Hy Zaret / Music by Lou Singer

Spoken:
In olden times people imagined bears and lions, gods and people in the sky. They
thought they saw winged horses and wriggling snakes, sailboats and beautiful
maidens. They invented interesting stories to explain how those constellations got
there. That’s how they got their names. Today, astronomers use the constellations to
locate the stars.
Wouldn’t it be heavenly to know the constellations;
Scan the skies and recognize their names and their locations?
Tho’ they’re only figments of our own imaginations,
Wouldn’t it be heavenly to know the constellations?
Hercules, Delphinus and Andromeda and Lyra,
Sagitta and Pegasus, Dorado and Lacerta,
Ursa Major, Ursa Minor, Cetus and Orion,
I could name a dozen more if I were really tryin’.
In the Zodiac you’ll find a dozen constellations.
You can trace them in the sky with just a little patience.
Leo, Virgo, Scorpius and Gemini and Taurus;
These are five, now who can name the other seven for us?
Aries! Libra! Sagittarius!
Cancer! Pisces! Capricorn!
Aquarius!
What determines what we see among the constellations?
Atmosphere, the time of year, as well as their locations.
Latitude and time of night are prime considerations.
Each of them are factors when we see the constellations.

Cathy-vocal, guitar
Marcy-vocal
Sue Richards-harp
Debi Smith-bodhran
Patrick McAvinue-fiddle
Monika Fallon-flute

Lyrics and text by Hy Zaret / Music by Lou Singer

Refrain:
What makes the lightning?
It’s a story in rhyme,
Where the negatives and the positives
Make the heavens shine.
They were separated, then when they accumulated,
Got together and created lightning.
Verse:
Now every little raindrop has some electricity,
Both negative and positive electricity.
And when the little drops get tossed through the air,
The negatives and positives separate there.
The negatives and positives separate.
Go off to diff’rent places and accumulate.
The bunches get bigger, the attraction gets stronger,
‘Til you just can’t hold them back any longer.
Spoken:
Flash! A bunch of charges are off! And as they streak through the sky a mighty
electric current sweeps through the air. There’s a heat and a flash as the charges dash
between the clouds, or the clouds and the Earth, to join the opposite charges there.
Flash! Crash! That’s lightning, folks, and that’s positive!
Refrain
Cathy-vocal / Marcy-vocal, electric guitar
Daryl Davis-piano / Tommy Cecil-upright bass / Wes Crawford-drums

Lyrics by Hy Zaret / Music by Lou Singer
Spoken Text by Hy Zaret and Riders in the Sky

Verse 3
The Sun gives heat, the Sun gives light,
The sunlight that we see.
The sunlight comes from our own Sun’s atomic energy.

Spoken: Look at that beautiful Sun boys. Gosh, I wonder how it got that way?

Spoken: Scientists have found that the Sun is a huge atom-smashing machine.
The heat and light of the Sun come from nuclear reactions.
Yes, of hydrogen, carbon, nitrogen and helium.

04 Why Does The Sun Shine?
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Refrain:
The Sun is mass of incandescent gas,
A gigantic nuclear furnace,
Where hydrogen is built into helium
At a temp’rature of millions of degrees.
Verse 1
Yo ho it’s hot, the Sun is not a place where we could live.
But here on Earth there’d be no life without the light it gives.
We need its light, we need its heat, we need its energy.
Without the Sun, without a doubt, there’d be no you and me.
Refrain
Verse 2
The Sun is hot.
Spoken: It is so hot that everything on it is a gas…iron, copper, aluminum and many others
The Sun is large.
Spoken: Wow! How large is it?
If the Sun were hollow, a million Earths could fit inside, and yet the Sun is still only a middle-sized star.
The Sun is far away.
Spoken: How far away is it?
About 93,000,000 miles away - That’s why it looks so small!
And even when it’s out of sight, the Sun shines night and day.
Refrain

Refrain
Featuring Riders In The Sky: Ranger Doug-guitar,vocal / Woody Paul-fiddle,vocal
Joey Miskulin-accordion, vocal / Too Slim-upright bass,vocal and Cathy-banjo

05 Snowflake, Snowflake
Lyrics by Hy Zaret / Music by Lou Singer
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Spoken Riddle:
What has six sides, is made of ice crystals, no two are alike, and when trillions
of them get together, you can have a lot of fun?
Refrain:
Snow-flake, snow-flake what are you?
A star shaped crystal, how-de-do.
Snow-flake how’d ya get that way?
It happened on a wint’ry day.
Verse 1
Some water vapor in the air
Discovered it was freezing there,
Found a tiny bit of dust,
And froze around that nucleus.
Refrain

Verse 2
Moving through the air it grew,
Its molecules were added to
That six point crystal fell below
And here I am, a flake of snow.
Refrain
Thank you, snow-flake, now I see
How and why you came to be.
Marcy-vocal, ukulele / Justin Roberts-vocal
Mark Schatz-upright bass / Wes Crawford-drums

06 Vibration

Lyrics and text by Hy Zaret / Music by Lou Singer
*Additional Lyrics by Cathy Fink
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Wrap a rubber band around an empty shoebox.
Listen! Listen! You hear nothing.
Strike the rubber band with your finger quickly.
Listen! Listen! You hear something.
Now the rubber band’s in motion, and that motion is vibration.
You can hear the sound of that vibration carried by the air.
Refrain:
Vibration, vibration, vibration is what causes sound.
Vibration, vibration, vibration causes sound.
Spoken:
Let’s go to the studio location where Marcy has information on the word vibration,
which by the way, causes sound.
Here we are. Hi Marcy.
Hi Cathy. I was just experimenting with changing vibrations on my guitar. You wanna hear?
Sure.
I raise the pitch by tightening the string, making faster vibrations, like this.
So, when you loosen the string, you get slower vibrations and a lower sound?
You got it. Listen.
I can also raise the pitch by shortening the string with my fingers.
And you lower the pitch by lengthening the string with your fingers?
Yup. A light string makes a higher pitch.
Hey, I get it. A heavy string makes a lower pitch.
Well I guess that proves that the pitch of a sound is changed by changing the vibration.
Now, let’s get the band together and make lots of vibrations all at once!
One, two, three, four!
Wrap a rubber band around an empty shoebox.
Listen! Listen! You hear nothing.

Strike the rubber band with your finger quickly.
Listen! Listen! You hear something.
Now the rubber band’s in motion, and that motion is vibration.
You can hear the sound of that vibration carried by the air.
Refrain:
Vibration, vibration, vibration is what causes sound.
Vibration, vibration, vibration causes sound.
*Strings and things make oscillations,
*Motions that we call vibrations,
*Causing sounds across the nation
*Like our rock and roll band.
Refrain:
Vibration, vibration, vibration is what causes sound.
Vibration, vibration, vibration causes sound.
Vibration causes sound!
Cathy-vocal, acoustic guitar / Marcy-vocal, electric guitars, electric bass / Wes Crawford-drums

07 We Know The Air Is There (Hi, Ho, Fiddle Dee Dee)
Lyrics by Hy Zaret / Music by Lou Singer
Spoken Text by Cathy Fink & Marcy Marxer
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Spoken:
Pickleberry popcorn, pickleberry popcorn,
pickleberry popcorn, pop, pop, pop
Marcy, what are you doing?
Well, I’m feeling the air.
How?
I put my hand in front of my face and
I speak. I say the word pickle. Try it.
Pickle.
Pickle.

Pickle.
Pickle, pickle, pop, pop.
Pickle, pickle, pop, pop.
Hey, I can feel the air on my hand.
Isn’t it great?
Cool.
We can’t see the air,
but we know it’s there.
Verse 1
Get a balloon and blow-o-ow,
Fill it full of air.
When it’s blown up, then we know
That the air is there.
Refrain:
Hi, ho, fiddle dee dee,
We don’t see the air.
Hi, ho, fiddle dee dee,
Still we know it’s there.

Verse 2
Take the balloon and go-o-o,
Find a scale somewhere.
Weigh it empty, weigh it full,
Find the weight of air.
Refrain
Verse 3
Get the balloon and blow-o-ow.
How big will it get?
Let it go and air will flow,
It’s flying like a jet.
Refrain
Cathy-vocal, five-string banjo
Marcy-spoken vocal, spoons
Patrick McAvinue-fiddle

08 Bobo The Bear (The Hibernation Song)
Lyrics and text by Hy Zaret / Music by Lou Singer
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Bobo, the bear, was preparing for the winter,
Preparing for the winter, when he would hibernate.
Bobo, the bear was preparing for the winter,
Preparing for the winter, he ate and ate and ate.
He ate and ate and ate and ate and ate and ate and ate
And ate and ate and ate and ate and ate
He ate and ate and ate!

Bobo looked to find a nook for sleeping,
Found a nook where he curled up in a heap.
While he slept his body needed feeding;
His extra fat was used up while he was asleep.
Winter sleep that we call “hibernation”
Helps to keep many animals alive.
Bobo eats for his self-preservation;
All through the winter it helps him to survive.
Bobo, the bear, was emerging from the winter,
While he was busy sleeping, he’d lost a lot of weight.
Bobo, the bear, was emerging from the winter,
Since he was very hungry, he ate and ate and ate.
He ate and ate and ate and ate and ate and ate and ate
And ate and ate and ate and ate and ate
He ate and ate and ate!
He ate and ate and ate and ate and ate and ate and ate
And ate and ate and ate and ate and ate
He ate and ate and ate!
He ate and ate and ate and ate and ate and ate and ate
And ate and ate and ate and ate and ate
He ate and ate and ate!
Cathy-vocal, guitar
Marcy-vocal, hammered dulcimer
Seth Kibel-saxophone, vocal
Simone Barron–accordion
Tim Jarvis-drums, vocal

09 What Is An Insect? (A Cricket In A Thicket)
Lyrics by Hy Zaret / Music by Lou Singer
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A cricket in a thicket
Said to a butterfly,
“They say we both are insects.
Oh, can you tell me why?
Oh, can you tell me why?”

Just then they spied a spider
Beside the butterfly.
“That spider’s not an insect!”
They heard the cricket cry.
They heard the cricket cry.

The butterfly looked puzzled
And scratched its tiny head.
“Because we are six legged?”
“That’s right,” the cricket said.
“That’s right,” the cricket said.

“The spider’s not six-legged,
As anyone can see.
And it has no antennae.
It’s not like you and me!
It’s not like you and me.”

The cricket in the thicket
Then asked the butterfly
“What else makes you an insect?”
And it got this reply.
And it got this reply.
“For ladybugs and crickets,
For bees and butterflies,
For every adult insect,
This little rule applies.
This little rule applies.”

“Farewell my little cricket.”
“So long, sweet butterfly.”
“We’ve had a lovely meeting.
Farewell, so long, goodbye.
Farewell, so long, goodbye.”

“All insects have antennae
And special kinds of eyes.
Their bodies all have three parts
Regardless of their size.
Regardless of their size.”

Cathy-vocal
Marcy-vocal, ukulele
Andy Offutt Irwin- spoken
vocal & cricket sounds

10 What Is Gravity?

Lyrics and text by Hy Zaret / Music by Lou Singer
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Refrain:
Gravity, Gravity
All matter has a force
That pulls things towards its core.
Gravity, Gravity
Is what we call that force.
Verse 1
If the Earth is a ball,
Why don’t we fall off while it spins around?
If the Earth is a ball,
Why don’t we all go flying off the ground?
Well, the Earth has a force that pulls and
Draws all matter toward its core.
And the pull of the force called “gravity”
Is why we don’t fall off.
Refrain
Verse 2
The Earth is so large that each little part appears to be quite flat.
But the Earth is a ball and we never fall off due to a simple fact.
There’s a force that draws you toward its core no matter where you’re at.
And before you fly from the face of the Earth there’s a force to counteract.
Refrain
Cathy-vocal / Marcy-vocal, electric guitar, Jazzbo electric mandolin
Chris Watling-horns / Wes Crawford-drums

11 Zoom A Little Zoom (Rocket Ship, Reprise)
Lyrics by Hy Zaret / Music by Lou Singer
Spoken text by Hy Zaret, Cathy Fink, Marcy Marxer
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Zoom a little zoom in a rocket ship.
Home we go, on a trip!
Comin’ back to Earth at a rocket clip.
We’re gonna zoom-zoom… rocket!
We’re gonna zoom-zoom… rocket!
Cathy-vocal
Marcy-vocal, electric guitar,
Jazzbo electric mandolin
Chris Watling-horns
Mark Schatz-upright bass
Wes Crawford-drums
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About the Artists - Cathy Fink & Marcy Marxer
Two-time GRAMMY®Award winners, Cathy Fink & Marcy Marxer have become
synonymous with the best in family music and musical production. In 2004 and
2005, they won back-to-back GRAMMY®Awards for their children’s recordings
“cELLAbration: A Tribute to Ella Jenkins” and “Bon Appétit!: Musical Food Fun!”
The dynamic duo has been honored by their peers with twelve other GRAMMY
nominations for children’s and folk music. Their catalogue of over 70 audio and video
recordings has received recognition from The Parents’ Choice Foundation, The
Oppenheim Toy Portfolio, The American Library Association and Early Childhood
News. The Washington Area Music Association has honored Cathy & Marcy with over
60 WAMMIE Awards.
An eclectic folk festival on their own terms, Cathy & Marcy have entertained the
Queen of Thailand, sung at the White House Easter Egg Roll, been keynote singers for
the AFL-CIO, performed at hundreds of folk festivals, appeared on the “Today Show”
and on National Public Radio. They’ve toured the US, Canada, Great Britain, Japan,
Australia, New Zealand and Israel. In over forty years of making music for families,
they have raised a few generations of music lovers!
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